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ADRIAN CITY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

DECEMBER 06, 2022 

Regular Meeting   

6:30 p.m.  

  

AGENDA  

I. Call to Order  

 

II. Roll Call 

  

III. Approval of Minutes  

❖ November 15, 2022 Meeting. 

  

IV. New Business  

❖ Case 22-43 1336 E. Maumee St. Dimensional Variance.  

  

V. Old Business  

❖ None 

 

VI. Future Business Discussion/Updates  

❖ None 

 

VII. Committee/Staff Reports  

❖ None 

  

VIII. Public Comments  

❖ Open for general public comment to the Zoning Board of Appeals  

  

IX. Adjournment  



MEETING MINUTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 15, 2022 

 



  

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

NOVEMBER 15, 2022  

SPECIAL MEETING  

MINUTES  

   

The regular meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order by Chairman Mike 

Berthold at approximately 6:30 pm. 

 

Present:  Mike Berthold   Chairman  

Cindy Bily   Vice-Chair 

Lad Strayer   City Commissioner 

Mike Jacobitz 

     Maralee Koleski 

Gerry Burg 

 

Absent:  None 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

There were no corrections to the minutes. Board Member Jacobitz moved that the October 04, 

2022 regular meeting minutes be approved as presented. Vice-Chair Bily supported. A voice vote 

was taken. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

CASE NO. 22-44 

135 E. US 223 

Temporary-Use 

  

Carolyn Marr was present to represent the request to sell Christmas trees for Civitan of Lenawee 

located in the mall parking lot. Mrs. Marr requested to sell them from November 25th to December 

16th. The board discussed changing the date to December 24th instead of the requested date to allow 

more flexibility.  

 

After reviewing the findings, Board Member Jacobitz moved that the Zoning Board of Appeals 

grant the temporary-use application from November 25th to December 24th. Board Member Koleski 

supported.  A roll call vote was made. Motion carried unanimously. 

   

In Favor of Motion: Berthold, Koleski, Jacobitz, Strayer, Bily 

  

Against Motion: None 

  

Motion carried:  5-0 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at approximately 6:42 p.m. 



CASE 22-43 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1336 E. MAUMEE ST. 

DIMENSIONAL VARIANCE 







 

 

135 E. Maumee St. 

Community Development Department 

Adrian, MI 49221  

 

 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

 

ADRIAN CITY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 

DATE:     December 06, 2022 

 

CASE:     22-43 

 

APPLICANT:    Crimson Holdings  

1336 E. Maumee St. 

Adrian, MI  

    

REQUEST:   Dimensional Variance  

 

SUBJECT PARCEL(S):  1336 E. Maumee St.  

    (XA0-345-0004-01) 

 

Report Author:   Jeremiah Klemann, Planning & Zoning Administrator    

 

DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a 50’ height variance to allow for a filtration system stack to decrease 

odor complaints that are being submitted against the subject parcel. The applicant is proposing 

this stack for “better dispersion” of odors coming from the plant and that their environmental 

consultants have recommended a height of one-hundred feet will achieve this goal. 

 

EXISTING LAND USE/ZONING: 

Existing zoning for the subject property is “I-2 General Industrial District”. The zoning 

designations for the surrounding properties are as follows: 

  

North: I-1 Light Industrial District 

South: I-2 General Industrial District 

West: I-1 Light Industrial District 

East: I-2 General Industrial District 

 

FUTURE LAND USE: 

The City of Adrian Future Land Use Map shows this parcel’s designation as “Heavy Industrial”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

STAFF REVIEW: 

Zoning Ordinance, Section 27.05(3) Variance:  

The Board of Zoning Appeals shall have the power to authorize specific variance from site 

development requirements such as lot area and width regulations, building height and bulk 

regulations, yard width and depth regulations, off-street parking and loading space requirements, 

of this ordinance. Such a variance may be granted, provided that each of the following criteria 

shall be found to be applicable to the case under consideration and that each of the applicable 

findings are met: 

1. That there are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships which prevent 

carrying out the strict letter of this Ordinance. These hardships or difficulties shall 

not be deemed economic, but shall be evaluated in terms of the use of a particular 

parcel of land. 

a. It is our understanding that the applicant is being required by EGLE to mitigate 

the odor that is coming from the factory. The parcel is an industrial district but is 

in close proximity to residential neighborhoods. 

2. That a genuine hardship exists because of unique circumstances or physical 

condition such as narrowness, shallowness, shape, or topography of the property 

involved, or to the intended use of the property, that do not generally apply to other 

property uses in the same zoning district and shall not be recurrent in nature. 

a. The situation is unique to this parcel given the nature of the particular industrial 

operation. 

3. That the hardship or special conditions or circumstances do not result from actions 

of the applicant. 

a. It is our understanding that EGLE has required the applicant to complete odor 

mitigation. 

4. That the variance will be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this 

Ordinance and will not cause a substantial adverse effect upon surrounding 

property, property values, and the use and enjoyment of property in the 

neighborhood or district. 

a. It could be argued that this will mitigate a substantial adverse effect upon the 

surrounding properties, property values, etc. The City along with EGLE are 

receiving complaints regarding odor coming from the subject parcel. 

5. That granting the variance will not confer on the applicant any special privilege that 

is denied by this Ordinance to other lands, structures or buildings in the same 

district. 

a. Due to EGLE apparently requiring the odor mitigation system, staff does not see 

this as a special privilege. Rather, it will be beneficial to the surrounding 

businesses.   

6. That the variance requested is the minimum amount necessary to overcome the 

inequality inherent in the particular property or mitigate the hardship. 

a. The applicant’s environmental firm would say that this is the minimum amount 

needed for the odor mitigation stack.  

7. That the variance shall not permit the establishment, within a district, of any use 

which is not permitted by right within the zoning district, or any use for which a 

special use permit or a temporary use permit is required. 

a.  The request is not a use-variance.  



 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

 WHEREAS, the Applicant has submitted an application for a dimensional variance through 

the City of Adrian, Community Development Department for 1336 E. Maumee St. (XA0-345-

0004-01) for a fifty (50) feet, to allow for a new odor mitigation stack; and  

 

WHEREAS, the subject parcel’s Zoning District designation is I-2 General Industrial 

District and with a future land use of Heavy Industrial; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Community Development Department has conducted a review of the 

applicant’s request in accordance with the standards found in the City of Adrian Zoning Ordinance; 

and  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Adrian City Zoning Board of Appeals 

accepts the review and analysis conducted by the Community Development Department; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Adrian City Zoning Board of Appeals has 

considered the criteria to grant a dimensional variance; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Adrian City Zoning Board of Appeals finds that 

the application is in compliance with the standards for granting a dimensional variance; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Adrian City Zoning Board of Appeals hereby 

Approves the application for a dimensional variance for 1336 E. Maumee St. (XA0-345-0004-01) 

for a fifty (50) feet, to allow for a new odor mitigation stack.  

 

 

Decision _______________________________ 

 

On Motion by ZBA Commissioner____________ 

 

Seconded by ZBA Commissioner_____________ 

 

This resolution was ADOPTED by a ___ vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeremiah Klemann, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

 


